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Program Description
Building on the interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary strengths of Penn
State Abington, the Psychological and Social Sciences B.S. is designed
to respond to the demand for a program emphasizing the social and
behavioral sciences leading to an understanding of human behavior
and its influence upon society as well as the influence of social forces
on individuals. The program is distinguished by its interdisciplinary
and cross-disciplinary coursework and required field experience. The
degree program offers students a choice of course clusters focused on
specialized areas such as social psychology, developmental studies,
organizational behavior and leadership, bio-behavior and diversity, and
counseling. The B.S. provides a broad theoretical foundation in social and
psychological theory as well as the opportunity to engage in supervised
field experience. In addition, the B.S. degree emphasizes quantitative
research skills and requires the completion of a senior thesis. The major
is designed to prepare students for a variety of career fields including
human resources, business administration, mental health, and social
work as well as for continued study in graduate or professional school.

What is Psychological and Social
Sciences?
Psychological and Social Sciences fosters an understanding of human
behavior, thoughts, feelings, and relationships, as well as societal
influences on individuals and groups. It includes the disciplines of
psychology, sociology, anthropology, and human development and family
studies.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You are curious about people’s behavior.
• You are interested in knowing why people behave the way they do.
• You possess a keen interest in how culture and society impact

individuals.
• You are a critical thinker and want to develop strong research and

communication skills.
• You are interested in a career in mental health or counseling, market

research, consulting, occupational therapy, or research oriented
careers.

• You want to go to graduate school (Masters or Ph.D. level).

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
(https://www.abington.psu.edu/academics/majors-at-abington/pss-
degree/)
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