Jazz Performance, Minor

JAZZ PERFORMANCE, MINOR
Requirements for a minor may be completed at any campus location
offering the speciﬁed courses for the minor. Students may not change
from a campus that offers their major to a campus that does not offer
their major for the purpose of completing a minor.

Program Description
Administered by faculty from the College of Arts and Architecture's
School of Music, the minor in Jazz Performance is designed to give
Music majors and non-Music majors experience in the performance,
theory, and history of jazz music.
Students will perform in a variety of the jazz ensembles offered by the
School of Music, take private instruction in jazz improvisation with a
designated jazz instructor on the School of Music faculty, and take
courses in jazz history, improvisation and pedagogy. For Music majors,
the Jazz Performance minor will provide: 1) a course of study in jazz at a
higher level and with more detailed instruction as a supplement to their
studies in classical and traditional music; 2) training in a very important
and prevalent musical genre for careers in performance or teaching; and,
3) for those students who may already participate signiﬁcantly in the jazz
offerings, an ofﬁcial recognition on the student record of detailed study in
jazz that will provide credentials when seeking employment.
For non-Music majors, the Jazz Performance minor will provide: 1) an
opportunity to continue formalized study in an area in which they have
been highly active before college, such as music lessons, ensembles, and
choirs 2) an opportunity to build music into their lives as a stimulating
and balancing influence; and, 3) for those students who may already
participate signiﬁcantly in the jazz offerings, an ofﬁcial recognition on
the student record of study in jazz that will indicate versatility and artistic
activity when seeking employment in another ﬁeld.
For both Music majors and non-Music majors, the Jazz Performance
minor will provide a deeper musical experience in and greater awareness
of a musical art form that derives from African-American culture.

You Might Like This Program If...
You are interested in performing, recording, composing, creating and
arranging within various jazz and contemporary music genres, this minor
might be for you. Instruction in the history, theory and the musical skills
needed to improvise and create is delivered in this 18 credit minor. This
minor provides an opportunity for non-majors who were active in their
high school music programs to continue and deepen their experience
in the JCM genres. Activities such as: jazz big band, small combos, jazz
vocal ensemble, recording projects and various performances, on and
off campus, are a part of the experience. Music majors do not have to
audition for this minor, but must declare it as well as fulﬁll the required
coursework. Non-majors must audition for the minor with an aptitude
level approximately equivalent to that which is required to participate in
the school of music JCM ensembles.
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