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SECONDARY EDUCATION, B.S.
(BEHREND)
Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: Erie

Program Description
The following teaching options are available for majors in Secondary
Education: Biological Science, Chemistry, Earth and Space Science,
English, Environmental Education, General Science, Mathematics,
Physics, and Social Studies/Citizenship Education.

The Secondary Education major helps prepare students for middle school
and/or high school teaching positions and for other employment in fields
related to their content specialties.

Biological Science Teaching Option
Available at the following campuses: University Park

This option enables the graduate to meet all of the academic
requirements for the Instructional I certificate for teaching at the
secondary-school level, which is issued by the Pennsylvania Department
of Education.

Chemistry Teaching Option
Available at the following campuses: University Park

This option enables the graduate to meet all of the academic
requirements for the Instructional I certificate for teaching at the
secondary-school level, which is issued by the Pennsylvania Department
of Education.

Earth and Space Science Teaching Option
Available at the following campuses: University Park

This option enables the graduate to meet all of the academic
requirements for the Instructional I certificate for teaching at the
secondary-school level, which is issued by the Pennsylvania Department
of Education.

English Teaching Option
Available at the following campuses: University Park

This option enables the graduate to meet all of the academic
requirements for the Instructional I certificate for teaching at the
secondary-school level, which is issued by the Pennsylvania Department
of Education. A comparable program is also open to student outside the
College of Education who desire certification.

Environmental Education Teaching Option
Available at the following campuses: University Park

This option enables the graduate to meet all of the academic
requirements for a Pennsylvania teacher certification in Environmental
Education when completed in conjunction with another secondary
education teaching option (i.e., Biological Science Teaching option).
The total number of credits required will depend primarily on that other
option.

General Science Teaching Option
Available at the following campuses: University Park

This option enables the graduate to meet all of the academic
requirements for the Instructional I certificate for teaching General
Science at the secondary-school level, which is issued by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education. This option may only be
completed in conjunction with another secondary education option (e.g.,
Biology); the total number of credits required will depend primarily on that
other option.

Mathematics Teaching Option
Available at the following campuses: Erie, University Park

This option enables the graduate to meet all of the academic
requirements for the Instructional I certificate for teaching at the
secondary-school level, which is issued by the Pennsylvania Department
of Education.

Physics Teaching Option
Available at the following campuses: University Park

This option enables the graduate to meet all of the academic
requirements for the Instructional I certificate for teaching at the
secondary-school level, which is issued by the Pennsylvania Department
of Education.

Social Studies Teaching Option
Available at the following campuses: University Park

This option enables the graduate to meet all of the academic
requirements for the Instructional I certificate for teaching social studies
at the secondary-school level, which is issued by the Pennsylvania
Department of Education.

What is Secondary Education?
The Secondary Education (SECED) major prepares graduates to teach
at the middle school or high school level (grades 7-12) in English,
Mathematics, Social Studies (which includes history, geography,
government, and the social sciences), or a science subject (Biology,
Chemistry, Earth & Space Science, or Physics). The program combines
on-campus course work with clinical experiences in schools; graduates
are eligible to apply for teacher licensure through the Pennsylvania
Department of Education.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You are committed to public service and working with young people,

and you appreciate that effective teaching demands both mastery
of subject matter knowledge and understanding learners and
communities.

• In your subject-matter studies, you tend to find yourself asking: How
do we know that? Is there a better way to describe it? What are we
overlooking? How could I help others understand this too?

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SECONDARY EDUCATION (https://
ed.psu.edu/academics/departments/department-curriculum-and-
instruction/undergraduate-studies-ci/secondary-education-7-12/)
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