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A.S. (BERKS)
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End Campus: Berks

Program Description
The Associate in Science in Occupational Therapy Assistant Program
prepares students to work in numerous practice settings, guided by the
supervision of occupational therapists. Across the lifespan, individuals
engage in meaningful occupations. Learning, playing, working, resting,
and caring for self and others are among the occupations of life. A
physical or psychological challenge may hinder an individual, group,
and/or community from participating fully in meaningful occupations.
Occupational therapy makes it possible for people to maintain or reclaim
independence; thereby positively engaging in Living Life to its Fullest™.
Upon successful graduation from the program, students must sit for and
successfully pass the National Board for Certiﬁcation in Occupational
Therapy (NBCOT) national certiﬁcation examination to practice.
Most states also require licensure as a condition for employment. A
felony conviction may affect a graduate's ability to sit for the NBCOT
certiﬁcation examination and obtain licensure. NBCOT may be contacted
at:
NBCOT
One Bank Street
Suite 300
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
301-990-7979
www.NBCOT.org (http://www.NBCOT.org)
To enter this major, students must have a high school diploma or its
equivalent. To be admitted to degree candidacy, the applicant must have
completed educational background requirements called Carnegie Units
or Secondary School Units. Students are responsible for proof of liability
insurance and other requirements speciﬁed by the facility providing
supervised ﬁeld experience.
The size of each entering class is limited so that optimal clinical
experiences and practical application situations can be maintained.
Students are expected to progress through the program in the prescribed
manner. Fieldwork afﬁliations are maintained within a speciﬁed
geographical area. Students may be required to make special housing
and transportation arrangements during the ﬁeldwork phase. Students
must complete all Level II ﬁeldwork within eighteen months of successful
completion of OTA didactic course work. The 2OTCC and 2OTBL curricula
are delivered in ﬁve semesters.

What is Occupational Therapy?
Occupational therapy is a practice informed by physical, psychological,
and occupational science. It is with these skills and knowledge;
occupational therapy assistants employ intervention plans that
engage people in maintaining or reclaiming independence. A physical
or psychological challenge may hinder an individual, group, and/or
community from participating fully in meaningful occupations. When
this occurs an occupational therapy assistant works with the client(s)
to design a plan to Live Life to its Fullest™. As a certiﬁed occupational
therapy assistant, you will work in numerous practice settings, guided by
the supervision of occupational therapists. Most importantly, by choosing

a career in occupational therapy, you will be at the forefront in making
a difference in people’s lives by way of therapeutic use of self and an
intentional relationship.

You Might Like This Program If...
You want to work in a variety of practice settings with individuals and
groups across the lifespan. Physical, mental health, emotional, and
other challenges prevent people from participating fully in the job of
living. Occupational therapy makes it possible for people to regain
independence and to enjoy life. By choosing a career in occupational
therapy, you will make a difference in lives of people and groups in your
community.
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