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Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: Harrisburg

Program Description
Communications is an interdisciplinary program that combines practical,
professional instruction with critical and cultural examinations of
mass media. Our interdisciplinary and theoretical approach enables
our students to understand the contextual relationships between
contemporary media and ethics, history, drama, and art, as well as
the mechanics of emerging information technologies. We feature
small classes, a multidisciplinary faculty with real-world professional
experience, high-technology laboratories, and an excellent location for
media internships. This major prepares students for careers in areas
such as public relations, journalism, graphic design, photography, new
media, advertising, media production, and telecommunications. Because
of our analytical approach, students can use the major to prepare for
postgraduate studies.

What is Communications?
Communications is an academic discipline that deals with the creation
and distribution of mass communication messages through media
such as books, newspapers, television, radio, film, video games, and the
Internet. Mass communications use writing, speech, photographs, video,
and interactive content to give information or influence the audience.
Communications also concerns the study of how we communicate in
different ways with diverse audiences through marketing, advertising,
public relations, corporate communications, digital journalism, film and
other media.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You enjoy writing, design, photography, or film/video production.
• You enjoy solving problems or influencing others with your ability to

create messages.
• You are interested in a career in public relations, journalism, graphic

design, advertising, multimedia production.


