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EARTH SYSTEMS, MINOR
Requirements for a minor may be completed at any campus location
offering the specified courses for the minor. Students may not change
from a campus that offers their major to a campus that does not offer
their major for the purpose of completing a minor.

Program Description
The recognition that environmental problems are global in extent, and
impact many different components of the Earth system simultaneously,
requires that we adopt a large-scale and interdisciplinary approach
to questions of global change and the interactions of the physical
and human environments. The Earth Systems minor follows such an
approach and offers undergraduates the opportunity to study the Earth
as an integrated system. The Earth Systems minor is a science minor
offered through the College of Earth and Mineral Sciences. It provides
a wider interdisciplinary perspective for majors in the traditional Earth
science disciplines (geography, geoscience, and meteorology), and
provides an introduction to Earth sciences and a broad exposure to
Earth systems/environmental studies for other science and engineering
majors. Students may apply up to 6 credits from courses in the major
department to satisfy the minor requirements.

What is Earth Systems?
Pursuing a minor in Earth Systems can help you build a better
understanding of the complexly interwoven relationships within natural
systems. Through this interdisciplinary minor, you will develop a
comprehensive view of how Earth's systems—the processes driving
atmospheric, oceanic, and land changes—interact with one another
and how humans both affect and are affected by those processes. This
minor would provide a useful complement to any student interested in
environmental sciences, policy, or engineering.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to understand the big picture of how change happens to the

Earth.
• You are interested in the environment.
• You like to contemplate the complexity of natural systems.


