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Program Description
The Department of Geography in Penn State's College of Earth
and Mineral Sciences offers a strong mix of human, physical, and
methodological components that comprise the core of the geography
major. Combining geography with other areas of study allows students
to choose from a broad range of topics in order to suit their individual
interests. Undergraduate degrees in geography are offered in the
Bachelor of Science (BS) and in the Bachelor of Arts (BA). Both
programs offer an integrated course of study in which students
learn fundamental concepts in physical and human geography while
developing methodological proficiency in qualitative analysis, spatial
analysis, and/or geospatial technologies.

In contrast to the broader liberal arts-oriented B.A., the Bachelor of
Science (B.S.) major is a more disciplinary-focused program, emphasizing
technical skills and preparation across the human/physical spectrum of
geography. It includes rigorous training in the use of geographic tools and
technologies as well as core and advanced courses on the ways people
use environmental resources and how they arrange themselves and their
economic, social, and political activities on the Earth's surface.

In both the B.S. and B.A., students can customize and specialize their
programs through the completion of undergraduate certificates. The
Geography major can provide preparation for a career in business,
industry, or government. Geographers with bachelor's degrees are
currently being placed in federal, state, and local administrative and
planning agencies and in private firms that specialize in planning and
development or in environmental, socioeconomic, or location analysis.

What is Geography?
The Department of Geography in Penn State's College of Earth
and Mineral Sciences offers a strong mix of human, physical, and
methodological components that comprise the core of the geography
major. Combining geography with other areas of study allows students
to choose from a broad range of topics in order to suit their individual
interests. Undergraduate degrees in geography are offered in the
Bachelor of Science (BS) and in the Bachelor of Arts (BA). Both
programs offer an integrated course of study in which students
learn fundamental concepts in physical and human geography while
developing methodological proficiency in qualitative analysis, spatial
analysis, and/or geospatial technologies. This degree is associated with
CIP code 30.4401 Geography and Environmental Studies and qualifies as
a STEM field.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to understand and influence the economic, political, and

environmental forces that shape our world.
• You want to make maps using cutting-edge technology to understand

people and environments to make a difference in our world.
• You want to work at the intersection of science, technology, and

policy in information technology; business; nonprofits; local, state, or
federal governments; or education.

• You are passionate about issues of human and environmental justice.


