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LANDSCAPES: SOCIETIES,
CULTURES, AND POLITICAL
ECONOMIES, CERTIFICATE
Requirements for an undergraduate certificate may be completed at any
campus location offering the specified courses for the certificate.

Program Description
In a rapidly changing world, an understanding of how human landscapes
function globally and locally is highly marketable. This 12-credit
certificate prepares students to read future socio-economic trends,
which will be of interest to many employers. This certificate prepares
students for careers in community and economic development, urban
design, politics, and travel and tourism through the study of human
geography. Global understandings of population growth and international
migration; the consequences of economic development; and the impacts
of technological innovation are some of the topics covered in the courses
that comprise this certificate. Additionally, students gain proficiency in
identifying how political power and control of culture can impact human
rights, and race and gender equality. Learning Objectives: Describe,
analyze, and locate human relations and movements across and through
space and place; recognize and discuss the geographical dimensions
of varying social, cultural, political, historical, and economic conditions;
and identify and analyze human use and/or human change of their
environments locally, regionally and globally.

What is Landscapes: Societies, Cultures,
and Political Economies?
Human geographers examine human societies and how their cultures,
economies and politics develop within the context of their environment.
A geographic lens allows human geographers to critically examine the
intersections of these social processes and how they shape the lived
and built environment. Human geographers examine topics like how
race shapes the way we interact in public spaces, how gender conditions
where and how people find jobs, what the links are between global
finance and community activism, how immigration is shaped by family
connections, and why gerrymandering political districts can change
the way we think about our neighbors. Human geographers look at how
these social processes construct the contexts we live in and how these
contexts vary in our increasingly globalized world.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to understand why location matters to people everywhere,

every day.
• You are interested in agricultural land use, industrial development,

and urban design.
• You are curious about the reasons for population growth and

international migration.
• You want to learn about the costs of economic development.
• You are interested in how struggles over political power and control of

territory deepen inequalities between peoples and places.


