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SPECIAL EDUCATION, B.S.
Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: University Park

Entrance to Major
Eligibility for entry to the Special Education program is based on the
following set criteria:

1. Cumulative grade-point average of 3.00 is required (all PA teacher
preparation programs require a 3.0 at entry and exit of program)

2. Applicants must complete a number of prerequisite courses and
other requirements. The following courses must be passed with a
grade of "C" or better: CI 280, EDPSY 10 or EDPSY 11, EDPSY 14,
EDPSY 101, EDTHP 115, MATH 200, PSYCH 100, PSYCH 212.

3. Documentation of at least 80 hours of volunteer or paid education
work experience with learners of the age group the candidate plans
to teach. Candidates for Special Education must document two
separate 40-hour experiences in two different settings, with learners
who have special needs. One experience should include learners
with a different level of severity or functioning (e.g., mild/severe,
young/adult) from those learners in the other experience. One
experience should also include learners with cultural, social, or ethnic
backgrounds different from the candidate's own.

4. Completion of at least 48 semester credit hours, including ENGL 15 or
ENGL 30H, and 3 credits of literature.

5. Approval from the professional education adviser or the head of the
pertinent certification program.

Students may be admitted to the program by declaring Special Education
as a major, transferring from a previously declared major, or transferring
from another institution of higher education.

Students cannot be formally admitted to Special Education before their
fifth semester.

Students are assigned to one selection pool. For example, Freshmen
admitted in the summer or fall of 2014 are automatically assigned to the
spring 2016 selection pool. Students who wish to transfer into Special
Education from another major or university will be assigned to a selection
pool based on the total number of credits they have earned and their
completion of College of Education prerequisite courses.


