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Program Description
The emphasis throughout the Special Education program is upon a broad
clinical teaching model. Course work and practicum experiences focus
upon the identification and management of a wide range and degree
of educational and behavioral problems of students with disabilities
between the ages of 3 and 21. A core of Special Education courses aimed
at general skill development in the areas of diagnosis, identification,
development of materials and teaching strategies, implementation, and
evaluation is required of all students.

This major focuses on teaching principles and methodologies, classroom
and behavioral management, and the development of teaching materials
for children and youths with mild, moderate, and severe disabilities. This
program helps prepare special education teachers to meet the needs of
students enrolled in early intervention, elementary and secondary public
school special education programs.

What is Special Education?
Our goal is an educational system in which teachers, families, and
communities share responsibility and commitment for preparing
students to live independent, productive, and personally satisfying
lives to the fullest extent possible. This goal includes: Having a positive
influence on the inclusion of persons who are culturally, physically or
intellectually diverse; Providing national leadership in the development of
new knowledge in special education; Preparing teachers to use effective
practices in special education. Teachers will be eligible to earn PA
Teaching Certification in Pre-K through age 21 upon completion of the
program.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to make a difference in the lives of children, families,

adolescents, and adults.
• You like working with individuals with disabilities in the home,

schools, or community.
• You like a challenge.
• You want to teach, to be an agent of change, and to be an advocate.
• You seek out solutions.
• You want to know more!

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SPECIAL EDUCATION (https://ed.psu.edu/
special-education-bachelor-science/)
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