Environmental Inquiry, Minor

ENVIRONMENTAL INQUIRY,
MINOR
Requirements for a minor may be completed at any campus location
offering the speciﬁed courses for the minor. Students may not change
from a campus that offers their major to a campus that does not offer
their major for the purpose of completing a minor.

Program Description
This intercollege minor is designed for students across the disciplines
who wish to prepare for addressing environmental issues or problems
as professionals or citizens. The minor is available to all undergraduates
regularly enrolled in a degree program at the University. The objectives
are to allow students to gain the multiple perspectives necessary for
understanding environmental issues as well as to increase skills in
collaborating with those from very different disciplinary backgrounds to
ﬁnd acceptable solutions. Students will be challenged to move beyond
the channels of thinking characteristic of their own discipline to new
ways of knowing, new sensitivities, and new analytical approaches. The
program will engage students actively in learning experiences outside
their major course of study. This minor is intended not to replace existing
minors but to be a true intercollege, interdisciplinary minor.
Advising for students in this minor and approval of curriculum exceptions
will be available through the Environmental Inquiry adviser designated
within each participating college.

What is Environmental Inquiry?
This interdisciplinary, intercollege minor can enrich all areas of academic
study with essential, cross- disciplinary understanding of crucial
environmental issues and how they are being framed and tackled from
both scientiﬁc and policy perspectives. The minor’s coursework can
give students a greater appreciation of the environment, a broader
understanding of environmental issues and problems, and insight into
alternative methods of inquiry. If you have a background in science
but also have ambitions to do something about the environment, you
might ﬁnd that a lot of the decisions about the environment are made
in political settings. To have success in improving the environment will
require you to speak the language of policy makers. The minor can help
you on this track, exposing students to both the scientiﬁc background
needed to understand environmental issues as well as the social science
you need to promote these issues successfully.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You are interested in how the human impact on the environment
is becoming increasingly relevant as population grows, resources
are consumed, and businesses and industries become ever more
productive.
• You are interested in the complex debates that engage professionals
from all ﬁelds. Now, more than ever, concerned agencies,
organizations, and companies seek individuals knowledgeable about
these important issues with experience communicating with people
in professions outside of their own.
• You want to be familiar with current environmental issues across all
professional ﬁelds.
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