Gerontology, Minor

GERONTOLOGY, MINOR
Requirements for a minor may be completed at any campus location
offering the speciﬁed courses for the minor. Students may not change
from a campus that offers their major to a campus that does not offer
their major for the purpose of completing a minor.

Program Description
The intercollege minor in Gerontology is designed for students to gain
an in-depth understanding of the aging process and old age. With
the growth of the number of older people in the population, increased
need has arisen for people with knowledge of the aging process in a
variety of professional and occupational roles. In conjunction with the
student's major, the minor prepares students for entry-level human
service positions working with the elderly, or for graduate or professional
school programs including communication disorders, counseling, health
planning and administration, medicine, psychology, recreation and park
management, and social work where knowledge of the aging process and
problems of older people is relevant. Eighteen credits are required for the
minor, including at least 6 credits at the 400 level.

What is Gerontology?
Gerontology is the comprehensive study of aging as a developmental
process using the many disciplinary frameworks of the biological,
life, and health sciences, social and behavioral sciences, and arts and
humanities. The intercollege minor in Gerontology at Penn State offers
students in all colleges and campuses an opportunity to learn about this
complex and important ﬁeld through multidisciplinary study. As scientiﬁc
and societal successes extended the human lifespan, population aging
has now become a common phenomenon across many nations. There is
enormous need for individuals with an understanding of aging processes
who can work as clinicians, health professionals, managers, researchers
and more.
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT GERONTOLOGY (http://
healthyaging.psu.edu)

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to learn more about the aging process and problems of
older people.
• You want to prepare for an entry-level position working with elderly
individuals or elderly populations.
• You plan to pursue a graduate or professional school program in a
ﬁeld in which knowledge of the aging process and problems of older
people is relevant, such as communication disorders, counseling,
health planning and administration, medicine, psychology, recreation
and park management, or social work.
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WHY STUDENTS CHOOSE TO STUDY
GERONTOLOGY (http://businessandaging.blogs.com/)
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