AFRICAN AND AFRICAN
AMERICAN STUDIES, B.S.

Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus
End Campus: University Park

PROGRAM CURRENTLY ON HOLD; NOT ACCEPTING NEW STUDENTS
Begin Date of Enrollment Hold: February 17, 2012

Program Description

This interdisciplinary major is designed to give students an integrated
and critical understanding of the experiences and contributions of
peoples of African descent. Students are encouraged to do research and
evaluate the relationship between the political, social, and economic
developments in Africa and the African Diaspora. An African American
Studies Option, African Studies Option, and a Law and Social Justice
Option are available within the major. The methodology requirements

of the proposed program would enable our students to engage in

social science research. It would also prepare them better for graduate
programs in the social sciences.

African American Studies Option

This emphasis provides students with the opportunity to explore the
experiences of African Americans using theories and methods originating
in the field along with those adopted from the various disciplines.
Students are also made aware of the potential to apply this knowledge to
the solution of social, political, and economic problems. The curriculum
also promotes greater understanding of the relationship between African
American and other ethnic groups in the shaping of American society and
culture.

African Studies Option

This option provides students with the opportunity to examine the
geographical, cultural, historical, political, and economic aspects of
Africa.

Law and Social Justice Option

This multi-disciplinary program would provide students with the
opportunity to study the politics, culture, economics, and history of
African Americans in our society and link this understanding with an in
depth study of criminal justice and the legal system. Issues that students
will focus on will be areas such as, Are African Americans discriminated
against in criminal justice decision-making? What is the historic
connection between race and punishment in the US legal system? How
do issues of class, race, and gender impact policy decisions about crime
and punishment? What is the socioeconomic impact of high incarceration
rates on the African American community? The program is designed to
encourage students to think systematically about the relationship among
public policy, the criminal justice system, and shifting notions of social
justice that have characterized debates over the workings and goals of
the prison system in American life and thought. The proposed program
would enable us to foster a cadre of students who will be particularly
suited to pursue graduate work in the area.
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