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AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES,
MINOR
Requirements for a minor may be completed at any campus location
offering the specified courses for the minor. Students may not change
from a campus that offers their major to a campus that does not offer
their major for the purpose of completing a minor.

Program Description
The Department of African American Studies awards a minor to students
who, in addition to meeting the requirements for a major, complete 18
credits in the African American Studies minor. This minor is designed
for students interested in African American culture and the educational,
social, political, and economic development of people of African
descent in the United States. In particular, it provides students with
the opportunity to explore the experiences of African Americans using
theories and methods originating in the field. Students are made aware of
the potential to apply such knowledge to the solution of social, political,
and economic problems. The minor also promotes greater understanding
of the relationship between African Americans and other ethnic groups.

What is African American Studies?
African American Studies is an intellectual field of inquiry that examines
the history of people of African descent from the colonial period through
the present; how systems of racial inequality are produced through
state policy, traditional western scholarly disciplines, and popular
discourse; and the social, political and cultural movements that black
people have developed to identify and resist the unequal material and
political conditions that shape black social life in the African Diaspora.
The undergraduate major and minor provides a strong foundation in
the key theoretical concepts in the discipline, the historical formation
of African American Studies as an interdisciplinary field of study, and
prepares students to apply what they have learned in the classroom,
in independent research and in internships with social justice/service
organizations.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You are passionate about learning more about the history, cultures,

and political struggles of people of African-descent in the West.
• You are interested in understanding how racism operates structurally

and shapes the social experiences and life chances of black
communities.

• You want to study social, cultural, and political movements
throughout the African Diaspora.

• You are interested in pursuing independent research or internships
with non-profit, research, and community-based organizations
committed to racial equity and social justice.


