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ETHICS, MINOR
Requirements for a minor may be completed at any campus location
offering the specified courses for the minor. Students may not change
from a campus that offers their major to a campus that does not offer
their major for the purpose of completing a minor.

Program Description
This interdisciplinary minor, housed in the Department of Philosophy,
is designed to provide students with training in ethical reasoning,
frameworks, and methods, as well as offer the opportunity to work in
various fields of applied ethics. In addition to the requirements for the
student's major department the minor consists of 18 credits selected
from a wide range of disciplines (e.g., philosophy, communication,
engineering, law, psychology, sociology, anthropology, public policy,
international studies, and environmental studies). Courses deal with
ethics from various perspectives, for example research ethics, media
ethics, environmental ethics, bioethics, and business ethics.

Students in the minor will choose from a broad range of 0-, 100-, and
400-level ethics-related courses offered in the Philosophy Department,
and will have the chance to take up to two ethics-related courses
outside the department. Some Philosophy ethics-related courses cover
prominent and powerful historical and contemporary approaches to
ethical decision-making and leadership; others cover specific problems
in ethical thinking or applications to concrete areas of life. The minor
will be suitable for students in almost any major, especially students
going on to further academic work or careers in medicine, teaching and
education, communication, business, law, the health or life sciences,
health administration, public policy, politics, computer science, or
engineering.

What is Ethics?
The interdisciplinary Ethics minor at Penn State University includes
fields such as philosophy, communication, engineering, law, psychology,
sociology, anthropology, public policy, international studies, and
environmental studies. Students will have the opportunity to learn about
various ethical perspectives and challenges that relate to research ethics,
business ethics, bioethics, media ethics, and more.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to learn about ethical frameworks and methods to guide

successful execution of both professional and personal endeavors.
• You want to understand ethical issues involved in global situations

such as the collapse of the stock market and global financial
systems.


