POLITICS AND PUBLIC
POLICY, MINOR

Requirements for a minor may be completed at any campus location
offering the specified courses for the minor. Students may not change
from a campus that offers their major to a campus that does not offer
their major for the purpose of completing a minor.

Program Description

The minor in Politics and Public Policy enables students in any major
to develop a robust understanding of the political and governmental
processes through which public policies are formulated and
implemented. Students learn various frameworks for designing and
evaluating governmental policies, along with tools to analyze the
impact and effectiveness of those policies. The knowledge and skills
cultivated by the minor are important to any citizen interested in how
government can and does respond to collective problems, as well as to
future leaders who strive to influence the policymaking process. The
minor is particularly useful to students who are interested in applying
the expertise they are developing in their major field of study to public

debate, decisions, and administration, and to those aspiring to careers at

the intersection of industry and government regulation.

To complete the minor, students take 9 credits of required courses that
provide a foundational understanding of the public policy process; the
political context of policy advocacy, debate, and decisions; and the

predominant methods of policy analysis and evaluation. They build upon

this core knowledge with a choice of 9 credits of introductory and upper

level courses from Political Science and partner disciplines that focus on
the policy process itself, the actors and institutions that are central to the

policy process, and the development of specific policy areas.
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