Nursing, R.N. to B.S.N.

NURSING, R.N. TO B.S.N.
Begin Campus: Abington, Fayette, Mont Alto, New Kensington, Shenango,
Schuylkill, University Park, World Campus
End Campus: Abington, Fayette, Mont Alto, New Kensington, Shenango,
Schuylkill, University Park, World Campus

Program Description
This major prepares registered nurse students as professional
practitioners in areas of health promotion and maintenance, illness
care, and rehabilitation. Part-time or full-time study is available at any of
the campus sites. The University Park site is a blended program, which
includes resident instruction and online nursing courses. The World
Campus site is completely online.
Senate legislation 42-97 Credit by Portfolio Assessment enables students
to receive credit for certain prescribed nursing courses based on their
R.N. licensure.
Students must meet all requirements of the clinical institutions that
provide preceptors and clinical experiences. These requirements
may include CPR certiﬁcation, professional liability insurance, health
examination including required vaccinations, drug testing, criminal
background check (State and Federal) and child abuse history
clearances. Students also are responsible for their own transportation to
and from clinical settings and may need the use of a car.
Graduates of this major may qualify for admission to a graduate nursing
program.

What is Nursing?
Nurses are a vital part of the medical team. As the medical ﬁeld
continuously changes, there is an increased demand for nursing leaders
who can improve patient outcomes and decrease healthcare costs. These
leaders must combine their solid clinical skills with cultural competency,
appreciation for research and innovation, effective communication and
strong critical-thinking skills to meet these needs. Research shows
that through the broad liberal arts foundation and expanded nursing
curriculum, bachelor’s-prepared nurses demonstrate better professional
integration of these aspects into their clinical practice. As a result,
medical facilities have noted lower mortality rates, shorter hospital
stays and lower healthcare costs. See the American Association of the
Colleges of Nursing (AACN) Fact Sheet (http://www.aacnnursing.org/
News-Information/Fact-Sheets/Impact-of-Education/) for additional
information.
Penn State’s R.N. to B.S.N. program meets current healthcare demands
by expanding and enhancing nurses’ existing education and preparing
students to advance their practice as clinical leaders, nurse managers
and as preparation for entrance to graduate degree programs.

You Might Like This Program If...
You are currently licensed as a Registered Nurse (R.N.) with an
associate’s degree or nursing diploma and want to advance your
theoretical and clinical skills while making yourself more marketable in
the current healthcare industry. Additionally, you may wish to continue
onto an advanced nursing graduate degree program and need your B.S.N.
in order to be eligible to apply for graduate school. The Penn State R.N.
to B.S.N. program is the right choice for nurses wanting a B.S.N. degree

from a nationally-recognized institution with a reputation for academic
excellence.
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