Humanities, B.A. (University College)

HUMANITIES, B.A.
(UNIVERSITY COLLEGE)
Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus
End Campus: Fayette

Program Description
This major helps students appreciate, understand, and interpret
relationships among the arts, ideas, media, and values that have shaped
Western and world cultures. Students are taught to become active
learners who can synthesize, interpret, and communicate knowledge
and experience through writing, speaking, and creative expression in
a variety of media. The School helps students meet these goals by
offering a range of interdisciplinary and discipline-based courses in
the arts, art history, communication studies, English, history, literature,
music, philosophy, theatre, and writing. The course of study includes
interdisciplinary courses which examine topics and time periods from
the perspectives of multiple Humanities disciplines. These courses
engage students in cross-disciplinary critical thinking and analysis and
prepare them for work in an increasingly interdisciplinary world. Students
also choose two Humanities subﬁelds to investigate in greater depth,
choosing from history and global cultures; the visual and performing arts;
philosophy and religious studies; and literature and writing. Students are
also encouraged to combine this major with a minor in such ﬁelds as
business administration, writing, and communications. The Humanities
major prepares students for careers in the arts, arts administration,
business, corporate communications, government, teaching, museum
work, and law, as well as providing a foundation for graduate study in a
liberal arts ﬁeld.

What is Humanities?
Humanities is an area of study that focuses on combined studies and
research in the humanities subjects as distinguished from the social
and physical sciences, emphasizing languages, literatures, art, music,
philosophy, religion, creative and professional writing, theater, history, and
global cultures.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You are interested in critical thinking and interdisciplinary analysis.
• You are drawn to literature and the arts.
• You want to prepare for a professional ﬁeld such as medicine or law.
• You want a career in the arts, teaching, communications, business,
government, or museum work.
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