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Program Description
This two-calendar-year Medical Laboratory Technology major (four
semesters, one summer session) is designed to provide the necessary
general and technical training for medical laboratory personnel. The
course of study includes one year of intensive clinical experience at
an affiliated hospital and the theoretical background necessary for
performing medical laboratory procedures. Upon completion of program
requirements, the student receives the associate degree and is eligible
to take a national examination leading to certification and registry as a
medical laboratory technician.

The Medical Laboratory Technology Program at Penn State Hazleton is
fully accredited by the National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory
Sciences

NAACLS, 
5600 N. River Rd, Suite 720, 
Rosemont, IL 60018-5119, 
Phone 773-714-8880 
Website: https://www.naacls.org

Graduates of this accredited MLT program are eligible to take national
certification examinations such as the American Society of Clinical
Pathology (ASCP) Board of Certification exam, to become certified as an
MLT (ASCP).

What is Medical Laboratory Technology?
A Medical Laboratory Technician (MLT) works with a team of
pathologists, technologists, and technicians to analyze patient samples
to provide information to the patient’s physician to detect illness, enable
treatment, and ensure that the treatment will benefit the patient. The
MLT works in all areas of the medical laboratory such as microbiology,
chemistry, hematology, and transfusion services. MLTs are qualified to
perform routine tests as well as more complex procedures including
analyzing blood for chemical components, typing blood to ensure
safe transfusion, and identifying bacteria and other microorganisms.
MLTs also prepare specimens for examination, count cells, and look
for abnormal cells in blood and body fluids. They use microscopes and
sophisticated laboratory analyzers to test specimens. After testing and
verifying the results, they relay the results to physicians.

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNOLOGY
(https://hazleton.psu.edu/associate-science-medical-laboratory-
technology/)

You Might Like This Program If...
You might like this major if you are interested in science and enjoy
working in a laboratory setting. MLTs are problem solvers and are
accurate and reliable. They want to help patients in a medical setting
but prefer not to have direct patient contact. They enjoy working with
their hands and using technical instruments. Their work is interesting,
challenging, and requires a love of life-long learning.

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WHY STUDENTS CHOOSE TO STUDY
MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNOLOGY (https://www.ascp.org/careers-
fellowships/careers-in-the-laboratory/)
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