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WOMEN'S STUDIES (WMNST)
WMNST 501: Feminist Perspectives on Research and Teaching Across
the Disciplines

3 Credits

Feminist approaches to methodological issues in research and teaching
in the social sciences, humanities, and natural sciences. WMNST 501
Feminist Perspectives on Research and Teaching Across the Disciplines
(3) In this seminar, we will explore feminist approaches to research and
teaching in different fields in the humanities, the social sciences, and
the natural sciences. Students will take an active part in identifying
and evaluating feminist approaches to theory and in analyzing how a
feminist approach to research reshapes and redirects the ways that
research has traditionally precededand the results obtained in different
disciplines. Our aim is not to identify a feminist orthodoxy with which
to replace a masculinist or patriarchal orthodoxy, but rather to identify
and understand the varieties of feminism existing today; to delineate
differences between feminist and traditional paradigms, in terms of the
ways research is designed and carried out within those disciplines; and to
arrive at an appreciation of the transformative effect upon teaching and
research of the new paradigms forged by feminist scholars in a variety of
disciplines.

WMNST 502: Global Perspectives on Feminism

3 Credits

Exploration of feminist issues in a global perspective, including debates
in history, ethics, and political feminism.

WMNST 503: Feminist Media Studies

3 Credits

This course will explore key intellectual traditions, theoretical concepts,
research methods, and axiological elements that inform research in
feminist media studies. Course readings will be inter/trans/ disciplinary
so that students may gain a sense of the field of feminist media studies,
its influences, and its possibilities. Readings and assignments may relate
media studies with: feminist histories; transnational feminism; feminist
political organizing and activism; queer studies; feminist approaches
to masculinity, race, ethnicity, labor and production; sexual violence
and harassment; relationships between feminist scholarship and other
critical studies of culture, audience and reception studies, science and
technology studies, rhetoric, political economy, and history.

Cross-listed with: COMM 503

WMNST 507: Feminist Theory

3 Credits

Development of feminist theory and its relationship to history in terms of
critique of family, sexuality, and gender stratification.

WMNST 508: Feminist Methodology

3 Credits

The objective of this course is to examine feminist approaches to
traditional research methodologies. The objective of this course is
to examine feminist critiques of traditional research. The course will
examine the animated and contentious debates among feminist scholars

about what constitutes a feminist method. Although there is no single
feminist method, this diverse academic community is searching for
techniques consistent with their convictions as feminists. For this
reason, the course will distinguish between methods, as tools for
research, and methodology, as theory about the research process. The
course reviews methods such as ethnography, interviewing, oral history,
discourse analysis, visual analysis, and mixed method approaches. Cross
Listings : GEOG 508 will be added as a cross-listed course.

Cross-listed with: GEOG 508

WMNST 509: Feminist Pedagogies

3 Credits

This interdisciplinary graduate seminar gives students an overview of
the theoretical, epistemological, and methodological foundations of
feminist pedagogy. We will examine theoretical frameworks of teaching
and learning that promote justice and social change (i.e. praxis), as well
as feminist pedagogical strategies that can be utilized within and beyond
the classroom (i.e. practice). Students can expect to engage with various
critical and liberatory pedagogies, pedagogies of identity and difference,
and signature pedagogies. They will learn how feminist epistemologies
shape (and are shaped by) ethical classroom practice, focusing on
specific ways in which to cultivate and nurture feminist teaching and
learning. In addition, students will also learn how to develop a syllabus
and teaching philosophy.

WMNST 516: US Women's and Gender History

3 Credits

A critical analysis of gender and theories of gender in selected American
historical contexts.

Cross-listed with: HIST 516

WMNST 518: Global Black Feminist Thought

3 Credits

This course will explore the historical background and various
expressions of contemporary Black feminist thought around the globe.

WMNST 520: Gender and Nationalism

3 Credits

Impact of Western nationalism and colonialism on the organization of
gender roles from the 18th century to the present.

WMNST 522: Gender and Sexuality

3 Credits

This course offers students an interdisciplinary overview of the complex
topics of gender and sexuality. Employing various theoretical and
disciplinary perspectives including feminist and queer theory, historical
and sociological perspectives, visual culture, and post-colonial discourse,
this course gives students a broad understanding of key historical
and contemporary issues in the arena of gender and sexuality. This
course engages the following themes: gender and sexual identities;
the intersectionality of gender, sexuality, race, and class; discourses of
heteronormitivity & homonormativity; the body, body politics, and bodily
violence; contemporary movements for gender and sexual justice; racial,
gender and sexual politics; performances and representations of gender
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and sexuality; health and medicalization; global LGBTA human rights
issues; the (re)production of gender and sexual difference; labors of
gender and sexuality; and the relationship between gender, sexuality
and the State. Students in this course will develop a keen understanding
of how these themes operate in the discourse of gender and sexuality.
Throughout this course students will examine a variety of diverse texts
'theoretical, historical ethnographic, literary, visual, and sonic' to gain a
comprehensive introduction to the topic of gender and sexuality. This
graduate seminar emphasizes discussion, writing, and research.

WMNST 523: Seminar in Work-Life Dilemmas, Practices, and Policies

3 Credits

The course will provide students with an analytic framework for
understanding how social inequalities in race, class, and gender
shape experiences in families and the workplace. WMNST (HRER) 523
Seminar in Work-Life Dilemmas, Practices, and Policies (3) This course
investigates many of the invisible challenges people face in the 21st
century labor market including: what happens when a worker's child is
sick; whether mothers are discriminated against in the labor market; what
happens to men at work when they have children; whether a person's
health is influenced by their work; and if the division of labor at home
benefits some people more than others. This course will provide answers
to these questions and more through an in-depth investigation of the
institutions that structure work-family life in 21st century America. First,
the class will consider how work and families have changed in the last
50 years. Second, the students will investigate how inequalities based
on gender, race, class, and family structure manifest at work. Third, the
course will investigate how work responsibilities impact home life and
how this differs according to race, gender, class and family structure.
Finally, the course will ask what solutions may fix some of today's most
pressing work-life dilemmas.

Cross-Listed

WMNST 536: Gender and Science

3 Credits

Studies the foundations of feminist science studies as applied to
biocultural practices of gender, biology, and reproductive technologies.
WMNST 536 Gender and Science (3) This course explores the productive
intersection between gender and science. Students will learn to examine
scientific culture, technological developments, and popular narratives
of science through the concepts and methodologies of feminist science
studies. A portion of the course will be devoted to the foundations
of science studies, including critical examinations of the production
of scientific knowledge and methodologies for examining science
as culture. Students will use concepts from feminist science studies
to resituate the possibilities of objectivity, materiality, and practice
for science. Students will also consider the implications of scientific
institutions, practices, and technologies for sex and gender. The
course will take up both historical and contemporary technoscientific
practices as case studies, including biotechnologies, reproductive
technologies, bioart, animal husbandry and reproduction, eugenics, and
risk assessment, management and mitigation.

WMNST 537: Gender, Sexuality and Islam in Africa: Exploring
Contemporary Feminist Scholarship

3 Credits

A course about discourses of sexuality and gender in studies of Islam in
Africa, with South Africa as a case study.

Cross-listed with: AFR 537

WMNST 538: Feminist Philosophy Seminar

3 Credits

Critically examines feminist approaches to ethics, epistemology,
philosophy of science, metaphysics, social/political philosophy, and
the history of philosophy. PHIL (WMNST) 538 Feminist Philosophy
Seminar (3) This course aims to give students an understanding of the
philosophical concepts and problems of feminist philosophy. The course
will focus on major topics, such as the history of philosophy, ethics,
social/political philosophy, epistemology and philosophy of science,
and metaphysics, and figures within 20th century feminist philosophy
with the concurrent goal of brining them to bear on contemporary
issues involving gender's relationship to race, sexuality, class, disability,
nationality and age. This course builds upon PHIL 438 Feminist
Philosophy and counts towards the requirements of the dual title
degree in Philosophy and Women's Studies. Evaluation methods include
preparation for and participation in class meetings, two short discussion
papers, and a final term paper. The course will be offered at least once
every four semesters with an enrollment goal of 20. Specific course
content will vary with instructor.

Cross-listed with: PHIL 538

WMNST 542: Girls' Cultures and Popular Cultures

3 Credits

This seminar explores educational implications in popular texts created
for and by girls across time and cultures. CI (WMNST) 542 Girls' Cultures
and Popular Cultures (3) The study of girls and their relationship with
popular culture lies within the interdisciplinary field of Girlhood Studies
which draws on established areas of Women's Studies, Children's/
Childhood studies, Cultural Studies and Educational Studies. This
seminar explores girls cultures in different textual and material forms
including books, toys, magazines, and new media. Students will employ
feminist cultural theories to compare historical and contemporary
girls cultures in relation to educational research and practice. This will
provide a framework to locate girls at the center of research and action
in order for graduate students to engage in methodologies that are
not simply about girls but "for" "with" and "by" girls. Key topics include
the misperception of girls (popular) culture as only a contemporary
phenomenon, the role of girls as consumers plus producers of culture,
and recurrent issues in girls cultures such as sexualization and
hyperfeminity.

Cross-listed with: CI 542

WMNST 550: African Feminisms

3 Credits

African feminisms are deeply rooted in the continent's rich historical
traditions and diverse cultural contexts. In this interdisciplinary graduate
seminar, students will become familiar with the theoretical frameworks
that guide African feminist scholarship, as well as the activist histories
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from which they emerged. This course will consider the epistemological
foundations of African feminist thought and how they differ from
feminisms in other parts of the world. This course will also examine
key areas of conjuncture - how African feminisms map on to larger
transnational movements. Particular emphasis will be placed on the
fluidity of African gender systems, the ways in which African women
have negotiated politics, religion, militarism, sexuality, and violence, and
the role of creativity, art, and beauty in nurturing and sustaining activist
momentum. Students in the course can expect to engage with a number
of different types of texts: documentaries, feature films, memoirs, novels,
newspapers, scholarly books, and articles.

Cross-listed with: AFR 550

WMNST 594: Research Topics

1-15 Credits/Maximum of 15

Supervised student activities on research projects identified on an
individual or small-group basis.

WMNST 595: Internship

1-18 Credits/Maximum of 18

Supervised off-campus, nongroup instruction, including field experiences,
practicums, or internships. Written and oral critique of activity required.

WMNST 596: Individual Studies

1-9 Credits/Maximum of 9

Creative projects, including nonthesis research, which are supervised on
an individual basis and which fall outside the scope of formal courses.

WMNST 597: Special Topics

1-9 Credits/Maximum of 9

Formal courses given on a topical or special interest subject which may
be offered infrequently.

WMNST 597G: **SPECIAL TOPICS**

3 Credits

WMNST 602: Supervised Experience in College Teaching

1-3 Credits/Maximum of 6

Supervised experience in teaching and orientation to other selected
aspects of the profession at The Pennsylvania State University.


