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COMMUNICATIONS
Admission Requirements
Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

Applicants must hold either (1) a bachelor's degree from a U.S. regionally
accredited institution or (2) a postsecondary degree that is equivalent to
a U.S. baccalaureate degree earned from an officially recognized degree-
granting international institution and have earned at least a 3.0 grade-
point average in their junior and senior years.

Exceptions may be made for those with special backgrounds or
abilities who are committed to advanced interdisciplinary study in
communications. All application materials should be submitted before
February 15 for the fall semester and November 1 for the spring
semester.

Applicants must submit the following:

• an online Graduate School application (http://gradschool.psu.edu/
prospective-students/how-to-apply/) with the application fee;

• official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended
(http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/
new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/) (with the
exception of Penn State University).

• a personal statement of 500 to 1000 words outlining educational
goals and career objectives;

• two letters of reference attesting to the applicant's suitability for
the program (preferably from previous professors or others who are
familiar with the applicant's intellectual/creative work or interests);

• a writing sample or other creative production (e.g. short film, photo
essay, advertisement or PR campaign sample, multimedia art, etc).

International applicants must hold the equivalent of an American
four-year baccalaureate degree. They must submit official or attested
university records, with certified translations if the records are not in
English. Notarized copies are not sufficient.

The language of instruction at Penn State is English. English proficiency
test scores (TOEFL/IELTS) may be required for international applicants.
See GCAC-305 Admission Requirements for International Students
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/
gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/) for
more information.
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