FRENCH AND FRANCOPHONE
STUDIES

Admission Requirements

Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

Scores from the Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) are not required.
The language of instruction at Penn State is English (however, courses
in French and Francophone Studies are typically taught in French).
English proficiency test scores (TOEFL/IELTS) may be required for
international applicants. Consult the English Proficiency section of the
Graduate Bulletin Application and Admission Procedures page (http://
bulletins.psu.edu/graduate/generalinformation/admission2/) for more
information.

Minimum qualifications for admission to the program typically include a
B.A. in French or the equivalent, a minimum of 3.20 grade-point average
(on a 4.0 scale), and the ability to speak and write in both French and
English. A speech sample demonstrating the applicant’s ability to speak
extemporaneously and coherently about his/her study and career goals
in French for Anglophones, in English for Francophones, and in French
and English for speakers of other foreign languages is required. A written
text on a literary or cultural topic also must be submitted in French for
Anglophones and speakers of other foreign languages, and in English for
Francophones. The best-qualified applicants will be accepted up to the
number of spaces that are available for new students. Exceptions to the
minimum 3.20 GPA may be made for students with special backgrounds,
abilities, and interests, at the discretion of the program.
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