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SPECIAL EDUCATION
Admission Requirements
Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

Applicants for master's and doctoral programs must present evidence
of superior academic achievement, complete a personal statement, and
provide professional references. Applications for the M.S. and Ph.D.
programs must also present GRE verbal and quantitative test scores.
Minimum GPA for master's and doctoral applicants are, respectively,
3.00 for M.Ed. and M.S., and 3.50 for Ph.D. Minimum GRE test scores
are (verbal and quantitative combined): 290 for M.S., and 300 for Ph.D.
Applicants for doctoral study must have had at least three years of
relevant experience with special-needs children or youth. Exceptions to
the admissions criteria may be made only for highly qualified students
with special backgrounds, abilities, and interests. At the discretion of a
graduate program, a student may be admitted provisionally for graduate
study in a program without these scores.

The language of instruction at Penn State is English. English proficiency
test scores (TOEFL/IELTS) may be required for international applicants.
See GCAC-305 Admission Requirements for International Students
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/
gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/) for
more information.
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